
See a Preview of my Future 
Woods

 It’s hard to plan for what you can’t see. Follow these 
instructions to use flagging tape to get a picture of what your 

woods will look like under future climate predictions. 

This activity was adapted from The Climate Change Tree Flagging Activity by 
the Northern Institute of Applied Climate Sciences.



#1
Choose an area of your woods to use. We 

recommend an area that represents the common 
tree species on your property. In terms of size, you 

want to pick an area that is large enough to give 
you an idea of how your woods will change but 

small enough that you can see the flagging from a 
single vantage point.



Clearpool Model Forest
Carmel, NY

We set up this demonstration in a roughly 0.25 acre plot at the 
Clearpool Model Forest.  From our vantage point on the trail we can 

see a dozen or so trees of several common species. 



#2
Identify the trees in your plot. For help with Tree ID 

in your woods, visit 
https://mywoodlot.com/interests/nature-wildlife/ide

ntify-my-trees 

https://mywoodlot.com/interests/nature-wildlife/identify-my-trees
https://mywoodlot.com/interests/nature-wildlife/identify-my-trees


Using a tree ID guide, we found chestnut oaks, Quercus montana, and 
sweet birches, Betula lenta (also known as black birch) in our plot. 



#3
Review the “Climate Change Projections for 

Individual Tree Species – Mid-Atlantic Region” 
document from NIACS (Northern Institute of 

Applied Climate Science). You might find it helpful to 
keep a copy on you while you complete step 4.  

https://forestadaptation.org/sites/default/files/MAR_species_1x1_10212021.pdf
https://forestadaptation.org/sites/default/files/MAR_species_1x1_10212021.pdf


Make note of the tree 
types on your 

property and what 
their “climate change 

capability” is 
predicted to be.  

Species are sorted by 
Poor, Fair, and Good 

capability. 

“Capability” is a rating 
of a species’ ability to 

cope with climate 
change in this region.



Using the document, we see that chestnut oaks have Good 
Capability, while sweet birches have Poor Capability. 



#4
Use multiple colors of flagging tape to mark your 
trees that are predicted to have different climate 

change capabilities. Each flagging tape color should 
correspond to a different capability (i.e. poor, fair, 

good). 



These chestnut oaks are predicted to cope well with climate change 
(“good” capability) so we marked them with green flagging tape. 



This sweet birch is predicted to cope poorly with climate change 
(“poor” capability) so we marked them with pink flagging tape. 



#5
Step back and look at your flagged section of 

woods. What do you see? Is there more of one 
color than another? 

Consider what the flagging tells you about the 
future of your woods. What species do you predict 
you’ll see more or less of in the future? How might 
you want to manage your woods as a result of this 

activity? 



The pink-flagged sweet birch are predicted to cope poorly with 
climate change. These smaller trees make up a lot of the mid-story 

of our forest. As they decline, what might take their place?



The green-flagged chestnut oak are predicted to cope well with 
climate change. These larger trees are part of the current over-story 

of our forest and may become more dominant over time. 



#6
Now that you have a vision for what your woodlot might look like in the 
future, it’s up to you to decide how to prepare for this future based on 

your woodlot goals. For example:

• If your goal is biodiversity, consider assisting species that are predicted 
to do fair or poorly in order to keep them present in your woods. 

• If your goal is growing timber, consider cultivating species that are 
predicted to do well. 

• It’s also okay to simply observe your woods over time to see if and how 
these predictions play out on your property.

Before making management decisions, we always recommend discussing 
your options with a forester.  Check out our list of local experts in the 

MyWoodlot Directory: https://mywoodlot.com/resources/directory 

https://mywoodlot.com/resources/directory
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