Maintaining Bark Protectors
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When bark protectors are not maintained, they are
likely to harm or kill the tree. Bark protectors must be
maintained to ensure the tree is not damaged.

Check your bark protectors once annually, either in the
fall or spring. You may need zip ties and pruning
shears to complete the maintenance recommended in
the following slides.
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Start by checking for unwanted plants growing on or through the
bark protector. Both of these bark protectors are covered in
iInvasive plants that should be removed.
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" As a tree grows, the bark protector may become too tight. This tree
grew so much the bark protect
damaging both the tree and the bark protector. Loosening the zip
ties solved the problem by creating more space between the tree
and the bark protector




" The maximum size tree that a bark protector can accommodate is
about3-4 1 nches. Thi s syc aNetherehe bas
protector nor the zip ties are damaging the tree, but a large portion

of the trunk is left unprotected. There are two ways to deal with
t his, which weoll show o
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Ve Option 1: If deer pressure on your land is not high, you can
- probably remove the -pooteameter ]
more resistant to antler rubbing because the antler cannot fit around
the trunk. Bark protectors are plastic, so they are usually recyclable.

Option 2: For areas with high deer pressure, you can double up the
bark protector by either using two protectors or by cutting one in half.
Use the zip ties to hold them together. This doubling up gives
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Is an educational website created to help forest landowners
become active stewards of their forestland. MyWoodlot is

brought to you by the Watershed Agricultural Council
In partnership with

Environmental
Protection

Visit mywoodlot.comand get started today




