
Five Easy Ways to Prevent 

Invasive Plants



#1

Spread grass seed and hay on 

exposed soil.
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Exposed soil should be immediately covered with grass seed and 
hay or straw. The new grass will help prevent invasive seeds from 

sprouting.
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With the right conditions, your grass will be established in 2-3 
weeks and will serve as a barrier to new invasives.



#2

Use weed-free hay.



Hay and straw can contain unwanted invasive plants. Use “weed 
free” products to prevent spreading invasive seeds on your soil.



#3

Cover topsoil and gravel stockpiles 

with a tarp.



Many of us have a pile of dirt or gravel in the backyard that we 
keep on hand for various projects. But invasive plants can get their 
start on this exposed soil, like the multiflora rose growing on this 
gravel pile has. Keep your stockpile covered with a tarp to help 

prevent invasive plants.



#4

Install a boot brush.



Every time you enter the woods, there can be unwanted invasive 
seeds hitching a ride on your boots. Installing a boot brush at your 
cabin or the entrance to your woodlot is a simple way to help stop 
the accidental spread of invasive seeds. They cost $15-$30 and can 

be found at many online stores.
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#5

Ensure that equipment is free of 

seed.



Equipment may be used on your property for many reasons including 
landscaping, brush hogging, and logging. Invasive seeds can stick to this 

equipment, then fall off and infest your property. Make sure all 
equipment (even simple hand tools) are free of seeds before and after 

each use.



Prevention is the simplest, most effective way to keep 

invasive species from taking over your woods. If you know 

other invasive plant prevention techniques beyond what 

we’ve presented here, we invite you to share your 
knowledge and experiences on the MyWoodlot Forum. 



Closing Slide

Is an educational website created to help forest landowners 

become active stewards of their forestland. MyWoodlot is 

brought to you by the Watershed Agricultural Council 

in partnership with

Closing Slide

Visit mywoodlot.com and get started today


